
Käte Hamburger Kolleg
„Recht als Kultur“
Centre for Advanced Study

“Law as Culture”

Konrad-Zuse-Platz 1-3
53227 Bonn
Tel.: 0228 73-54053
Fax: 0228 73-54054 
w.gephart@uni-bonn.de
www.recht-als-kultur.de

Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-
Universität Bonn
Regina-Pacis-Weg 3, 53113 Bonn

ru
m

b
er

g
gr

af
ik

 b
o

nn
 · 

Ti
te

lb
ild

: W
er

ne
r 

G
ep

ha
rt

, O
bs

er
vi

ng
 H

um
an

 C
iv

iliz
at

io
n 

(u
nt

er
 V

er
w

en
du

ng
 d

es
 „

P
or

tr
ai

ts
 v

on
 G

io
va

nn
i A

rn
ol

fin
i u

nd
 s

ei
ne

r 
Fr

au
“ 

vo
n 

Ja
n 

va
n 

E
yc

k)
, 2

01
2.

Upendra Baxi (Delhi): Legal scholar, professor at the Universities of South Gujarat and
Delhi, the law schools of Washington College, Duke University, the Universities of Warwick,
New York and Toronto, currently fellow at the Käte Hamburger Centre for Advanced Study
“Law as Culture”, author of the books “Human Rights in a Posthuman World: Critical 
Essays” (2007) and “The Future of Human Rights” (2002).

Maurizio Ferraris (Turin): Philosopher, professor of theoretical philosophy at the Univer-
sity of Turin, director of LabOnt (Ontology Laboratory), directeur de programme at the 
Collège international de philosophie in Paris (1998-2004), author of “Manifesto of the 
New Realism” (2012) and “History of Hermeneutics” (1988). 

Markus Gabriel (Bonn): Philosopher, professor of epistemology, modern and contempo-
rary philosophy at the University of Bonn since 2009. Director of the International Centre
for Philosophy of the University of Bonn, assistant director of the Käte Hamburger Centre
for Advanced Study “Law as Culture”, numerous guest professorships, author of „Die 
Erkenntnis der Welt – Eine Einführung in die Erkenntnistheorie“ (2012) and „Skeptizismus
und Idealismus in der Antike“ (2009).

Werner Gephart (Bonn): Legal scholar, sociologist and artist, professor of sociology at
the University of Bonn, director of the Käte Hamburger Centre for Advanced Study “Law
as Culture”, numerous visiting professorships, editor of the volume “Recht” of the Max
Weber-Gesamtausgabe (MWG I/22-3) and author of „Gesellschaftstheorie und Recht. 
Das Recht im soziologischen Diskurs der Moderne“ (1993).

John R. Searle (Berkeley): Philosopher, Slusser Professor of Philosophy at the University
of California, Berkeley, widely noted for his contributions to the philosophy of language,
philosophy of mind and social philosophy, numerous visiting posts in North and South
America, Europe, Asia and Australia, author of “Making the Social World: The Structure 
of Human Civilization” (2010) and “The Construction of Social Reality” (1995).

Stephan Zimmermann (Bonn): Philosopher, postdoctoral research scientist at the Insti-
tute of Philosophy in Bonn, obtained his Ph.D. in 2009 at the University of Heidelberg with
his doctoral dissertation „Praktisches Urteil und Kategorie. Die Kategorien der Freiheit in
der kritischen Philosophie Immanuel Kants“, currently working on his professorial thesis 
on social ontology.
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10.00 am

10.30 – 11.30 am

11.30 – 12.30 pm

12.30 – 2.00 pm

2.00 – 3.00 pm

3.00 – 4.00 pm

4.00 – 5.00 pm

5.00 – 5.30 pm

5.30 – 7.00 pm

7.00 pm

Werner Gephart/Markus Gabriel
Opening

Maurizio Ferraris
Documentality and Construction 
of Social Reality

Markus Gabriel
Facts, Social Facts and Sociology

Lunch Break

Stephan Zimmermann
“Society Consists of Nothing but Individuals”

Upendra Baxi
Human Rights as Normative 
Structure of Human Civilization

Werner Gephart
The Birth of Society: 
A Sacralization of Language?

Break

Discussion with John R. Searle

Reception

Workshop in honor of John R. Searle


